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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  August 6, 2015 
 

TO:   Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents 
  Public School Academy Directors  

 
FROM: Brian J. Whiston, State Superintendent  

 
SUBJECT: Annual Vocational Authorization Pilot Study 
 

There have been concerns brought forward to the Michigan Department of Education 
(MDE) that in certain areas of the state, there is difficulty finding certified Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) teachers.   
 
The MDE currently offers an emergency certification, the Annual Occupational 

Authorization, when a fully certificated individual is not available.  However, in some 
cases, there may be critical shortages in certain regions or in certain high demand 

CTE programs.   
 
In order to assist districts in this situation so their CTE programs can remain 

operating, the MDE will conduct a pilot study to waive certain Annual Occupational 
Authorization rules and standards to allow the hiring of an annually authorized 

individual that does not meet the current requirements.  The MDE staff will review 
applications received for the pilot and consider the unique education and experience 
of each applicant.  There will be an expectation that quality educational programs will 

be maintained.  Districts will be expected to assist the MDE with data collection 
during the pilot study in order to better understand the issues and the ways that 

amending the requirements will answer the needs of the educational institution and 
the students.  The MDE will be assessing the positive and potential negative impacts 
on quality CTE programs. 

 
Districts must apply to participate in the study through their Intermediate School 

District.  A copy of the application is available at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Application_for_AOA_Waiver_Pilot_Study_8-5-

15_496263_7.docm 

 
Applications are due to MDE no later than September 15, 2015.  If you have 
questions, please contact Patty Cantú at cantup@michigan.gov or by calling       

517-335-5224. 
 

cc:  Michigan Education Alliance 
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